
ISSN: 2583-7346 
DOI: https://doi-ds.org/doilink/05.2024-58452344/IJAEAST.2024.04.0003, April 2024, Volume-2, Issue-4, pp.130 - 134   

International Journal of Advances in Engineering Architecture Science and Technology 
 

 

www.ijaeast.com                  The Palm Series                  Impact Factor: 4.67                          130 
 

 

 

Real Time Object Detection Using OpenCV 

CH. Usha1, K. V. K. Ramsai2, M. L. Prasanna3, Aryan Varma4, G. Santosh Kumar5 

Dadi Institute of Engineering & Technology, Andhra Pradesh, India        

chusha@diet.edu.in1, mlprasanna03@gmail.com3 

 Received: 21-02-2024  Accepted: 24-04-2024 Published: 25-04-2024 

Abstract  

Background: Real-time object detection plays a pivotal role in various computer vision 

applications, ranging from surveillance to autonomous vehicles. 

Objectives: In this project, we present a Python script utilizing OpenCV and SSD MobileNet for 

real-time object detection using a webcam feed as input.  

Methods: The script leverages pre-trained models and a class names file to recognize and label 

objects in real-time.  

Statistical Analysis: Key steps include setting thresholds for object detection and non-maximum 

suppression, initializing the webcam input, loading class names, configuring the SSD MobileNet 

model, performing real-time detection, and displaying the results. 

Findings: The script provides a seamless interface for users to detect objects in their surroundings 

efficiently. 

Applications and Improvements: This project demonstrates the practical application of deep 

learning techniques in real-world scenarios, fostering advancements in computer vision 

technology. 

Keywords: Real-time object detection, OpenCV, SSD MobileNet, Python, Webcam 
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1. Introduction 

Real-time object detection is a crucial task in computer vision, with applications spanning various 

domains, including security, robotics, and augmented reality. This paper introduces an advanced 

deep learning system that addresses the challenges of real-time object detection by leveraging the 

power of deep neural networks. The system is designed to process video streams in real-time, 

accurately detecting and localizing multiple objects without the need for audio input. 

Key Features 

➢ Real-time object detection and localization from video streams 

➢ Utilization of Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) for visual feature extraction 

➢ Integration of Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) networks for temporal modelling 

➢ Robust performance, surpassing traditional computer vision techniques 

➢ Applications in surveillance, autonomous vehicles, and human-computer interaction 

Technological Insights 

➢ Deep neural network architectures for object detection 

➢ Techniques for real-time video processing 

about:blank
mailto:chusha@diet.edu.in1


ISSN: 2583-7346 
DOI: https://doi-ds.org/doilink/05.2024-58452344/IJAEAST.2024.04.0003, April 2024, Volume-2, Issue-4, pp.130 - 134   

International Journal of Advances in Engineering Architecture Science and Technology 
 

 

www.ijaeast.com                  The Palm Series                  Impact Factor: 4.67                          131 
 

 

 

➢ Optimization methods for efficient inference 

➢ Frameworks and tools (e.g., TensorFlow, PyTorch, OpenCV) 

2. Approach 

SSD MobileNet Architecture 

SSD MobileNet serves as the core architecture for real-time object detection in our project. It 

combines the efficiency of the MobileNet architecture with the accuracy of the Single Shot 

Multibox Detector (SSD) for detecting objects in real-time video streams. MobileNet is a 

lightweight convolutional neural network (CNN) architecture designed for mobile and embedded 

vision applications. Its depth-wise separable convolutions enable efficient feature extraction 

while minimizing computational resources. 

The SSD component of the architecture allows for the prediction of bounding boxes and class 

probabilities in a single pass through the network. This approach eliminates the need for 

computationally expensive region proposal networks (RPNs) used in traditional object detection 

methods, making SSD MobileNet well-suited for real-time applications. By leveraging SSD 

MobileNet, our project achieves a balance between speed and accuracy, enabling efficient object 

detection on standard hardware configurations. 

 

Figure 1. Mobile-Net 

OpenCV Integration 

OpenCV plays a crucial role in our project by providing tools and functionalities for accessing 

webcam input, performing image processing tasks, and implementing real-time object detection 

algorithms. We utilize OpenCV's VideoCapture() function to initialize the webcam input and 

retrieve video frames for processing. These frames are then passed through the SSD MobileNet 

model for object detection. 

Additionally, OpenCV is used for image preprocessing tasks such as resizing and converting color 

spaces to ensure compatibility with the SSD MobileNet model. After object detection, OpenCV 

is employed to draw bounding boxes and labels around detected objects, enabling visual 

representation of the results in real-time. The integration of OpenCV into our project enables 

seamless implementation of real-time object detection functionality with minimal overhead. 
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Figure 2. Mobile-Net Phases 

Pretrained Models and Class Names Files 

To enhance object recognition capabilities, we utilize pretrained models and class names files in 

our project. The SSD MobileNet model is pretrained on the COCO (Common Objects in Context) 

dataset, which contains a diverse set of object categories. By leveraging a pretrained model, our 

system benefits from the knowledge and representations learned during the training process, 

enabling efficient and accurate object detection without the need for extensive training on our 

own dataset. 

Additionally, class names files are used to map class indices to human-readable class labels, 

enabling accurate labelling of detected objects in real-time. This allows users to easily identify 

and track objects in their surroundings, enhancing the usability and interpretability of the system. 

The utilization of pretrained models and class names files further improves the performance and 

effectiveness of our real-time object detection system. 

Optimization Techniques 

Various optimization techniques are employed in our project to ensure efficient and effective real-

time object detection. These techniques include model optimization and hardware optimization. 

Model optimization involves optimizing the SSD MobileNet architecture for speed and 

efficiency, such as through model pruning or quantization techniques. This reduces the 

computational complexity of the model while maintaining its accuracy, enabling faster inference 

on resource-constrained devices. 

Hardware optimization techniques, such as GPU acceleration or parallel processing, are utilized 

to enhance the performance of the system on standard hardware configurations. By leveraging 

the computational power of GPUs or distributing processing across multiple cores, our system 

achieves higher throughput and responsiveness, enabling real-time object detection in diverse 

environments. 

3. Methodology 

➢ Initialization: Set thresholds for object detection and non-maximum suppression. Initialize 

the webcam input using OpenCV's Video Capture(0) function.  

➢ Class Names Loading: Read the class names file, which contains the names of object classes 

recognized by the pre-trained model (e.g., COCO dataset).  

➢ Model Configuration: Configure the SSD Mobile Net model by specifying input size, scale, 

mean, and swapping RB.  
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➢ Real-Time Detection: Enter a loop to continually read frames from the webcam, detect 

objects using the model, and draw bounding boxes and labels around detected objects.  

➢ Display: Display the detected objects and their labels in real-time using OpenCV's imshow() 

function.  

➢ Exit: Allow the user to exit the loop by pressing the 'q' key, causing the script to clean up and 

close.  

4. Results 

The real-time object detection system implemented using OpenCV and SSD MobileNet 

demonstrates robust performance in various real-world scenarios. Through extensive testing and 

evaluation, the system achieves accurate and efficient detection of objects in live video streams 

captured by a webcam. 

Key Findings 

➢ High Accuracy: The system accurately detects and labels objects across a wide range of 

classes, including persons, vehicles, and everyday objects, with high precision. 

➢ Real-Time Performance: Real-time object detection is achieved with minimal latency, 

allowing for seamless interaction and visualization of detected objects in the video feed. 

➢ Adaptability to Environmental Changes: The system demonstrates resilience to 

environmental factors such as varying lighting conditions, occlusions, and cluttered 

backgrounds, ensuring consistent performance in diverse real-world environments. 

Sample Result 

 

Figure 3. Object Detector 

5. Conclusion 

The real-time object detection system developed using OpenCV and SSD MobileNet represents 

a significant advancement in the field of computer vision and deep learning. Through rigorous 

implementation, testing, and evaluation, the system has demonstrated remarkable performance 

and effectiveness in detecting objects in real-time video streams. 

Future Directions 

While the current implementation of the real-time object detection system has yielded promising 

results, there exist opportunities for further enhancement and refinement.  
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➢ Future directions for research and development include Optimization Techniques: 

Exploring advanced optimization techniques such as model compression, quantization, 

and parallel processing to further improve the efficiency and speed of the system. 
➢ Integration with Edge Devices: Extending the system's compatibility and deployment 

options by integrating with edge devices and embedded systems, enabling real-time object 

detection in resource-constrained environments. 

➢ Enhanced Object Tracking: Investigating methods for incorporating object tracking 

algorithms to enable continuous tracking and monitoring of detected objects over time, 

enhancing the system's capabilities in dynamic environments. 

➢ Semantic Segmentation: Integrating semantic segmentation techniques to provide more 

detailed and context-aware object detection, enabling finer-grained analysis and 

understanding of the scene. 

Conclusion Statement 

In conclusion, the real-time object detection system developed using OpenCV and SSD 

MobileNet represents a significant milestone in the advancement of computer vision technology. 

By harnessing the power of deep learning and real-time processing, the system offers a versatile 

and efficient solution for a wide range of applications, from surveillance and security to 

augmented reality and autonomous systems. The project's success underscores the potential of 

collaborative efforts in pushing the boundaries of innovation and driving progress in the field of 

computer vision. 
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